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Moslems,   who  were  engaged   in   a perpetual  war with
infidels.

(b.) Music was much cultivated, yet a traditionary saying
of Mohammed runs thus : " To hear music is to sin against
the law j to perform music is to sin against religion; to
enjoy music is to be guilty of infidelity."1 Abdurrahman II.
(822-852) in especial was very fond of music, and gave the
great musician Ziryab or Ali ibn Nafi a home at his Court,
when the latter was driven from the East by professional
jealousy. Strict Mohammedans always protested against
these violations of their law. The important sect of Han-
balites in particular, like our own Puritans, made a crusade
against these abuses. *They " caused a great commotion in
the tenth century in Baghdad by entering people's houses
and spilling their wine, if they found any, and beating the
singing-girls they met with and breaking their instruments." 2

(c.) The wearing of silk, which had been disapproved of
by Mohammed, became quite common among the richer
classes, though the majority do not seem to have indulged
themselves in this way.3

(d.) The prohibition of sculptures, representing living
creatures, was disregarded. We find a statue, raised to
Abdurrahman's wife Zahra, in the ^Medinatu'l Zahra, a
palace built by Abdurrahman III. in honour of his beloved
mistress. Images of animals are mentioned on the foun-
tains,4 and a lion on the aqueduct.5 We also hear of a
statue at the gate of Cordova.6

(e.) The Spanish Arabs even seem to have given up
turning towards Mecca : for what else can we infer from a

1  Yonge, "Moors in Spain," p. 71.

2  Sale, Koran, Introduc., p. 122.    (Chandos Classics.)

3  Al Makkari, ii. p. 109.     In 678 Yezid, son of Muawiyah, was
objected to as a drunkard, a lover of music, and a wearer of silk.    See
Ockley, p. 358.    (Chandos Classics.)               4 Al Makkari, i. p. 236.

5 Ibid.) p. 241.                     6 Akbar Madjmoua. Dozy, ii. p. 272.